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FROM OCTOBER 4-7, 2011, scholars, activists, student scholars and others gathered at the Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to commemorate the life and remarkable achievements of Martinican freedom fighter and revolutionary Frantz Fanon. The Fanon Symposium: Remembering the Life and Work of Frantz Fanon was envisioned as a commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Fanon's untimely death in December of 1961, and of the publication of The Wretched of the Earth,1 a seminal work and one of the most important texts ever written on anti-colonialism in global politics. This groundbreaking socio-political treatise, which is part manifesto, part handbook and at the same time a cautionary parable for post-colonies, has been translated into twenty-seven languages and has inspired several generations of revolutionary thinkers on all continents. 
Some question the relevance of Fanonian thought in today's world, hence the title of this introduction. In our experience the symposium's attendants demonstrated the critical engagement that Fanon believed was needed in order to subvert colonial oppression. This does not mean that there were no differences among us, only that we prioritized and decided to keep in sight our objectives. Likewise, our work is not meant to be final, but another stepping stone to reach the end of taxonomies and categories applied toward human beings. Only by breaking these artificial walls will we be able to grasp the complexity of the ethical humanism Fanon advocated.
Fortunately, the symposium brought together individuals whose work, in many respects, engages the concerns that were the subject of Fanon's most insightful work in his final rears. Although his ideas and his life have been, and continue to be, interpreted and reinterpreted by individuals from all points on the political spectrum, he is most often understood to be a theorist who imagined a future rooted in a humanist practice that, itself, depended on the highest anti-colonial and revolutionary ideals. This ethical humanism is presented and manifested in the essays included in The Wretched of the Earth.
In commemorating Fanon's passing we determined that we would provide a forum where scholars, students, activists, workers and any combination of the above would be able to gather and discuss and debate some of the ideas and formulations of this revolutionary thinker. The three-day gathering would include a screening or the important documentary Fanon Franz: His Life, His Struggle, His Work by documentarian Cheikh Djemai.2
Our objectives seemed fitting and appropriate because each advance in the logic and practice or global exploitation and neo-colonialism has prompted the "rediscovery" of Fanon by a new generation. Rediscovery then leads to reconsideration as readers set about the task or re-interpreting prominent as well as obscure elements or his works. Some or the more provocative re-workings or Fanonian thought provided rich materia1 for symposium panelists and attendees. 
Is there any contextual difference fifty years after Fanon's passing and the publication or The Wretched of the Earth? Although Fanon's ideas emerged out or very specific socio-historical circumstances, these particular contexts have, at times, been used to constrain Fanon's message. The participants in the symposium however begged to differ and demonstrated that Fanonism is reaching out to, as well as past, its original audience: those who have experienced the long-term effects of colonialism's imprints, embedded as they are in the cultural and social structures or their communities. 
The symposium presentations included reviews and critiques of recent work that challenges the key concepts and core ideas that, when placed into the service or humanity, is known as Fanonism. This is fitting because Fanonism, which places as much emphasis on praxis as it is does on theory, requires us to remain in constant conversation with the texts that contained his most revolutionary ideas. And we are fortunate to be active in an age where vigorous debate and an ethic of continuous reflexive engagement are the order or the day, albeit from divergent perspectives and with equally divergent critiques or Fanon's thought.3
To understand the continuing relevance of Fanonist thought, it is important to remember how his ideas have been "managed" and recast over time. Alice Cherki has mentioned that Fanon either provokes "an unrestrained idealization that holds Fanon to its heroic image and cuts him off from history"; or his absolute "dismissal as an apologist for violence.”4 These reactions came virtually as an immediate reaction to Fanon's writings and have not changed significantly from the moment they were first published to the present. Both perspectives severely misapprehend Fanon and demonstrate how intellectuals have, at times, moderated and "unburdened" Fanon's anticolonial stance, ostensibly, for those intended to hear it. The symposium became an opportunity to navigate between these two extreme positions and to help a new generation, and those from previous generations willing to consider advances in scholarship, to develop critical perspectives on Frantz Fallon and his work. 
Mireille Fanon-Mendes France, the daughter of Fanon and president of the Fondation Frantz Fanon in Paris, observed in her keynote address that her father was above all else a revolutionary who saw the possibilities for a new kind of humanism and worked for a more just and progressive social and political order. She also asserted that his ideas are neither antiquated nor is his analysis far removed from the appalling material conditions of the majority of the contemporary world's populace. She pointed out that the analysis and prescriptions Fanon offered in Wretched of the Earth foreshadowed the social and political conflicts that characterize today's geopolitics. She provided examples of today's "wretched" and pointed to the United States and to the rest of the West as complicit in the creation of the neoliberal, destructive relationships that continue to victimize the nations of the South. Fanon, she says, predicted the confrontation between neoliberal forces, inheritors of the colonialist project, and democratizing forces who doggedly pursue the dream of a plural world where exploitation is not inscribed in foreign policy.
 The symposium featured ten presentations, including Fanon-Mendes France's keynote, seven which are reproduced here as part of this special issue. Symposium participants remained true to the idea of re-examining Fanon's work with new or novel perspectives. All offered analyses and interpretations that reflected Fanon's own search for answers free of any uncritical privileging or restrictions based upon ideology or political position. Fouzi Slisli, for example, interrogates the depth and extent of Fanon's understanding of Islam's prescriptions in the context of a “just" struggle. At a moment when Algeria is interrogating its history and the legacies of its independence struggle, Slisli's essay, "The Idea that One Could Come to Terms with the Arabs'; How Frantz Fanon Found Common Ground with Islam in Algeria" provides additional context for understanding the grounds for its national debate. 
Alvaro Reyes leads us through what he calls the Manichean inversion of the colonial situation, and provides a challenging and brilliant response to those who critique notions of violence and agency as articulated in The Wretched of the Earth, and as prefigured in Black Skin, White Masks.5 Contributors Daynali Flores-Rodriguez and Eunice Sahle deploy Fanonian cultural politics and spatial coding to examine the colonialist and neo-colonialist investment in the power of language and in the creation of spaces marked by exceptional violence. Both of these conceptual frameworks are implicit in The Wretched of the Earth challenge to the exercise of colonialism's exploitive relationships, and in its premonitory perspectives on the course of post-colonial politics in Africa. 
Sahle’s investigation of the geopolitics of the state, ethnicity and violence in Fanon and Geographies of Political Violence in the Context of Democracy in Kenya opens a conversation with readers with The Wretched of the Earth as a companion text. In her view, Fanon did not normalize or naturalize European imperialism but, instead, highlighted "the spatial, political and economic effects that are generated by imperial projects", refuting the notion that colonialism was a prerequisite for Africa's transition to modernity. More importantly, as she notes, his work enables a different approach to understanding the spatial strategies of colonial authorities, and the methodology necessary to trace their postcolonial effects in today's urban geographies. 
The conversation that Sahle's spatialism opens for readers also provides a context for the contributions of both George Nzongola-Ntalaja and Daynali Flores-Rodriguez to this special issue that also address the postcolonial inheritance. The use of “geography,” "territory" and "space," which call be understood in both material and figurative terms in Sahle’s essay, draws attention to the politics and counter-politics of nationalism, and then brings us back to an assertive, Fanonist appropriation of meanings in the contest over the role of civil society in the postcolonial African state. With attention to the "locations" of political violence and the languages that signify citizenship, Sahle's essay serves as a bridge to the concern with "speech" as explored in Flores-Rodriguez's contribution, and the engagement with the politics of independence as represented in Nzongola- Ntalaja’s essay. 
Fanon's currency rests as much upon his understanding of the mechanisms of colonial control as it does for the transhistorical implications of his core concepts. An active community of postcolonial scholars, as we11 as scholars in diaspora studies and other fields that were not part of the academy in 1961, have found Fanon's analysis of the discrete elements of colonial exploitation useful in their work. In Language, Power and Resistance: Re-Reading Fanon in a Trans-Caribbean Context, we witness how comparative literature has appropriated Fanonist thought, as Flores-Rodrigues critiques, among other practices, the official and unofficial politics of language that forms part or the cultural front between the colonial past and still emerging national identities in the circum-Caribbean. She takes note of Fanon's experiences as a son of the Caribbean and his early understanding of the significance of language as a necessary to the confirmation of a peoples' cultural adequacy. Her exploration of this phenomenon among and between Caribbean peoples is explored as she develops a thesis built upon a category of transgressive speech practices she calls trans-Caribbean poetics. Her conclusions, as well as the questions she raises, add another authoritative voice to a conversation that has been joined by such notables as Aime Cesaire, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Keith Gilyard and Edwidge Danticat. 
Few intellectuals would deny the accuracy of Fanon's incisive observations regarding the colonial system and its effects. But Fanon was indeed, very dear on why intellectuals were taking the side of the oppressors. In Black Skin, White Masks and The Wretched of the Earth, Fanon denounced how intellectuals depended too much on metropolitan culture, which, in turn, maintained "a profound feeling of worthlessness" among the colonized (Black Skin, 944). Fanon held himself to the same standards. In his own life, Fanon would live almost ascetically, refusing to be comfortable if the commodities offered compromised his values. His ideas obliged us to take a dramatic stand or, stated differently, a position that defines us. He was adamant in advocating that intellectuals and leaders put their skills to use in benefit of the people rather than to "try to regiment the masses according to a predetermined schema" (Wretched, 67); or justify/normalize the colonial order that condemns people to a certain fate. 
Along these lines, the symposium was fortunate to have as a panelist Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, a noted Africanist with a long history of scholarship, activism, and intellectual leadership on African issues, particularly in the Congo, his birthplace. For the over thirty years students of African politics have been able to trace the intellectual legacy of The Wretched of the Earth in Nzongola-Ntalaja's Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Africa,6 and numerous other publications he has authored over the years, that focus on the promise and betrayal of promise in postcolonial Africa. His contribution to this issue of The Black Scholar, "Following the Path of Revolution: Frantz Fanon's Political Legacy for Africa," draws on this long history, and with an authoritative voice, he focuses on the betrayal of Fanon by postcolonial African leaders who colluded with Western imperial powers rather than pursue more independent paths towards full liberation. He does not hesitate to match places and incidents with names, names with crimes and transgressions, and crimes with consequences. 
Interventions like Nzongola-Ntalaja's, as well as those by other presenters and by attendees, were the intellectual grist for the mill. While panel presentations provided new interpretations and ideas for the symposium attendees, it is also true that the conversations that spontaneously emerged within and outside the formal presentations were critically important in achieving our objectives for the gathering. The symposium became a safe and productive space for a community that was eager to further Fanon's ideas with an eye towards praxis, as he originally intended. Panelists and attendees agreed that it was important to discuss the practical implications of Fanon's ideas in the context of the rising tide of neoliberal thought that follows in the wake of previous Western colonialisms. 
It was exciting for us to see women attending the panels with their children in tow, professors talking about their work with students, particularly students of color, long past the end of the final presentation. Radical, progressive and simply curious white students learned about Fanon's life and struggles, with many asking why they had never heard of Fanon before. During the many exchanges and informal conversations that occurred during the symposium, we would learn about interesting projects from attendees: a professor who was raising awareness about the plight of undocumented families in detention centers by working alongside students to provide basic services, and a student asking a former member of the Black Panthers how to effectively organize a community.
We saw former members of the Young Lords share strategies with students involved with the struggle for the rights of migrant/seasonal workers and the ethical use of land; we witnessed exchanges between scholars from Africa, France, Palestine, India, the United States, and the Caribbean, all focused on the liberatory practices prescribed by Fanon as he correctly foresaw the future predicaments of the postcolonial world. 
These were the important encounters and overdue conversations that lead us to assert that the symposium was a success.
The symposium was enriched by the presence of the scholars, by the participation of organic intellectuals represented by students and activists from the local community and by the insights brought by those who traveled from other institutions to attend the gathering and participate in extended conversations with presenters. It was their urgings that convinced us of the wisdom of producing this collection of essays. We both offer our gratitude to them and to the editors of The Black Scholar for playing key roles in making this special issue possible. 
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